	The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the BRONZE STAR MEDAL to 

SERGEANT  EDWARD BENAVIDEZ
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

  

for service as set forth in the following 
                  CITATION: 

For heroic achievement in connection with operations against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam while serving as a Squad Leader with Company M, Third Battalion, Twenty-Seventh Marines, First Marine Division.  On 18 May 1968 during Operation Allen Brook, the lead platoon of Company M was moving to reinforce other units operating in the vicinity of Le Bac (2) in Quang Nam Province when the platoon came under intense small arms and automatic weapons fire from a well-camouflaged, entrenched North Vietnamese Army force, temporarily pinning down the unit and wounding several Marines.  Rapidly assessing the situation, Sergeant BENAVIDEZ deployed his squad and maneuvered them to relieve the pressure on the platoon.  Although painfully wounded he ignored the heavy volume of hostile fire and his own injury in order to direct his squad in providing effective suppressive fire and assisting in the evacuation of casualties from the fire-swept area.  Subsequently, on 24 May when a squad from an adjacent company was pinned down near a pagoda in Le Bac (1) and unable to move because of heavy casualties, Sergeant BENAVIDEZ directed his squad to remove all of their excess equipment and carry only their individual weapons and as many fragmentation and smoke grenades as possible.  After maneuvering his squad across the fire-swept area to the beleaguered Marines’ position, he organized the evacuation of the wounded.  Moving forward, he exposed himself to hostile fire as he threw hand grenades at enemy spider holes twenty meters away and utilized smoke grenades to form a screen between his position and the North Vietnamese, facilitating the evacuation of the wounded from the hazardous area.  After ensuring that all the casualties had been evacuated and the remainder of the Marines had withdrawn to safety, he ignored the danger from hostile fire as he withdrew from his exposed position under sniper fire.  Sergeant BENAVIDEZ ‘ courage, aggressive fighting spirit and selfless devotion to duty at great personal risk inspired all who observed him and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the United States Naval Service. 
Sergeant BENAVIDEZ is authorized to wear the Combat “V.”

	


  

