The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in presenting the NAVY COMMENDATION MEDAL to 

     FIRST LIEUTENANT DAVID J. ELLISON
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS  RESERVE
for service as set forth in the following 
 

                    CITATION: 

"For heroic achievement while serving as a Platoon Commander with Company L, Third Battalion, Twenty-Seventh Marines, First Marine Division in connection with operations against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam.  On 18 May 1968 during Operation Allen Brook, one of Company L’s platoons was pinned down by an entrenched enemy force and the Marines were attempting to withdraw to facilitate the employment of supporting arms fire.  Deploying his unit to relieve the pressure on the beleaguered unit’s right flank, First Lieutenant ELLISON’s platoon immediately encountered a heavy volume of hostile fire.  Realizing that his men could not advance without sustaining heavy casualties, he maneuvered to a more tenable position and quickly equipped his men with Light Antitank Assault Weapons.  He then led his platoon to within 100 meters of the enemy and, for nearly three hours, directed effective return fire against the hostile positions.  On 26 May when Company L came under an enemy mortar attack and sustained several casualties while recovering Marines killed earlier in the operation, First Lieutenant ELLISON led his platoon in securing a landing zone.  Although wounded by mortar fragments, he refused medical evacuation and calmly and efficiently supervised the evacuation of all casualties.  As the clearing mission continued, he deployed his unit to the left flank of an enemy force attacking another Marine company and directed the fire of supporting tanks into the hostile positions, forcing the attackers to withdraw.  By his outstanding leadership, superior professionalism and unwavering devotion to duty, First Lieutenant ELLISON contributed significantly  to the accomplishment of his unit's mission and upheld the finest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the United States Naval Service. " 

First Lieutenant ELLISON is authorized to wear the Combat "V".

