The President of the United States takes pleasure in presenting the NAVY COMMENDATION MEDAL to 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JESSE W. SPENCER, JR. 
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

  

for service as set forth in the following CITATION: 

"For meritorious service while serving as a Rifleman with Company “L”, Third Battalion, Twenty-Seventh Marines, First Marine Division in connection with operations against  insurgent communist ( Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army) from 20 February 1968 to 4 June 1968.  Throughout this period, Private First Class SPENCER displayed exceptional professional skill and resourcefulness in the performance of his demanding duties.  This dynamic Marine’s constant efforts to improve himself and his squad reflected in his initiative and personal dedication in striving to maintain perfection whether it be in the care of weapons and equipment or his own personal performance of duty. His aggressiveness and willingness to engage the enemy inspired his fellow Marines to greater efforts and significantly influenced the success his unit enjoyed.  On numerous occasions he volunteered for patrols, ambushes and dangerous missions that often led to face to face confrontation with enemy forces.  Private First Class SPENCER further distinguished himself during the period 16 - 28 May 1968 during Operation ALLEN BROOK in southern Quang Nam Province.  Throughout this operation he fearlessly exposed himself to the heavily entrenched enemy forces.  Undaunted by the enemy fire, he aggressively moved to positions where he could best influence the action and exploit the contact.  On 4 June 1968 while walking point for a combat patrol deep in enemy territory, Private First Class SPENCER was seriously wounded when an enemy explosive device was detonated.  Disregarding his own serious wounds, he displayed outstanding courage as he directed the efforts of his fellow Marines, verbally offering words of encouragement, inspiring them to complete their mission.  Private First Class SPENCER’s exceptional professional knowledge, extreme courage, and devotion to duty were contributing factors in the accomplishment of  his unit’s mission and were in keeping with the highest traditions of the Marine Corps and the United States Naval Service.”
Private First Class SPENCER is authorized to wear the Combat "V".




FOR THE PRESIDENT




R. E. CUSHMAN, JR.



LIEUTENANT GENERAL, U. S. MARINE CORPS


COMMANDING GENERAL, III MARINE AMPHIBIOUS FORCE

