The Secretary of the Navy takes pleasure in presenting the NAVY COMMENDATION MEDAL to 

SERGEANT JAMES A. WARD
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS 

for service as set forth in the following 
 

                    CITATION: 

"For heroic achievement while serving as a Platoon Guide with Company M, Third Battalion, Twenty-Seventh Marines, First Marine Division in connection with operations against the enemy in the Republic of Vietnam.  On the afternoon of 18 May 1968, during Operation Allen Brook, Company M was assigned to assist a friendly unit which was engaged with a large North Vietnamese Army force near the village of Le Bac (2) in Quang Nam Province.  As Sergeant WARD’s platoon moved toward the designated area, the Marines suddenly came under a heavy volume of automatic weapons fire and were pinned down, sustaining numerous casualties.  During the ensuing fire fight, his unit was ordered to withdraw in order to facilitate airstrikes on the hostile emplacements.  Upon learning that one squad was without radio communication and could not be informed of the impending airstrikes, Sergeant WARD boldly maneuvered across the fire -swept terrain to the unit and began directing its withdrawal to a more secure location.  Observing several casualties lying in positions dangerously exposed to the intense fire, he fearlessly moved about the hazardous area, directing and assisting in their evacuation.  His bold initiative and since concern for the welfare of his comrades inspired all who observed him and were instrumental in saving the lives of several Marines.  By his courage, aggressive fighting spirit and steadfast devotion to duty in the face of great personal danger, Sergeant WARD upheld the finest traditions of the Marine Corps and of the United States Naval Service. " 

Sergeant WARD is authorized to wear the Combat "V".

